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BREIFING NOTES
A Word From the Editor
Just like that, it's November, and what a year it
has been! Fall usually represents a welcomed
change to a busy and eventful summer. It is
often a time of reflection as we wind down from
the busiest part of the year. 2020 is somewhat
of an outlier and has broken yearly and
traditional trends. It has proven to be challenging
for all of us, and more so for our beloved
industry. Last year, 2019, marked the peak of
what had been the 10 best years aviation has
ever seen! Unprecedented growth,
unprecedented career progression and
unprecedented opportunities! The industry was
analogous to a freight train, literally unstoppable
- until it was stopped. The current landscape
contrasts this impressive growth spurt with a
precipitous decline in demand that no one could
have ever imagined! To put it frankly, these are
dark days.
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Membership Updates
SQUAWKBOX
(Industry News)
Camp Flyers

Undoubtedly, aviation attracts some of the best
and the brightest! A side effect of this is that
most of us are often driven and goal oriented; we
like to be the drivers of our destiny, putting in
measured and consistent work, following a
specific and defined path to achieve a desired
result. As such, relinquishing control to the
powers that be, the unfortunate reality of 2020, in
this case, is tough and unwelcomed! What do
you do when you literally feel like there is nothing
you can do? The question is somewhat
rhetorical in that, our collective and individual
responses will be personal and unique. We all
deal with challenges differently. Regardless,
challenges are a part of the journey and almost
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always intertwined with success. We will get
through this, but not before we cross this valley.
This edition of the Urban Flyer is content rich
and proves to be exciting. Not only do we hear
from our President, who has a very important
and pivotal announcement, we also look back at
some of our successes, provide some key
updates and highlight important upcoming
events. Alongside the usual newsletter-“esk”
content, you will find a new concept called
perspectives, which hopefully proves
engaging. We will hear from our very own
members, at completely opposite ends of their
career paths, on how they are dealing with the
pandemic. We will also revisit the magical
moment when some of our members fell in love
with aviation, from the eyes of an aspiring aviator
and someone more seasoned. Oftentimes a
simple reminder is all we need to get back on
track. For others, knowing that they aren’t
suffering alone, makes the road to recovery all
the more bearable. Whatever your means of
getting back on track is, hopefully this newly
minted concept is helpful.
Regardless of our current position, we are all
faced with challenges. Although I don’t have all
the answers, hopefully this edition provides some
tools that can help us cope. It is not a question
of if - things will get better, and I am extremely
excited for what the future holds. Until then, stay
strong, trust the process and know that we will all
get through this as better aviators and people, as
a result. Stay encouraged and happy reading!

Damar Walker
Secretary & Aviation Camp Director

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES - FALL 2020

NEW MEMBERS
A special shout out to our newest
members! Please join me in
extending an extra warm welcome to
the most recent additions to our UPN
Family!

STUDENT MEMBERS
Justin Seepaul

MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Our members continue to make
tremendous strides! Congratulations
to all those making progress by
furthering their knowledge and
skillsets! Keep the passion alive!
Dion Haynes – ATPL
Allison Couch – Commercial Licence
and Multi-IFR Rating
Zahabia Faizy – Commercal Licence
and Multi-IFR Rating
Coneil Campbell – Night Rating
Asa Archibald – Commercial Licence
and Multi-IFR Rating
Jermaine Lindsay – Air Canada
Boeing 787 Simulator Instructor
Karl Loken – Commercial Licence
Chevaughn Christopher – Multi-IFR
Rating
Maurice McCrae – Flight Instructor
Rating, hired at Brampton Flight
Centre
Cleveland Glinton – Class 4 Instructor
Rating
Stefan Peart – Dash 8 Training at Jazz

Waqas Serbeh
Emmanuel Baptiste

AVIATION PROFESSIONALS
Calvin D’Souza
Samuel Nikiema
Also, an extra special shout out to
Giselle Wilson, who is the latest
addition to our Executive Team!

To all our members, please keep us
up to date on your
accomplishments. Continue to reach
out to us via WhatsApp, or if you
prefer, send us an email
at urbanpilotsnet@hotmail.com. We
love hearing from you!

SQUAWKBOX

RAPID TEST TRIAL YYC
There was some positive
news recently! A rapid
testing trial has
commenced in Calgary
which may eventually

phase out the blanket 14day quarantine, if
successful. The voluntary
program will allow
international travellers to
test upon arrival and
reduce their quarantine
duration to, as little as, 2
days, if they test
negative. Pending the
program’s outcome, we
could see this rolled out at
various border crossings
and airports across
Canada, including Toronto
Pearson.
DELTA PILOT DEAL
Pending approval from its nearly 13,000
pilots, Delta has reached a deal with its
Pilot’s Union that will help cut costs and
prevent furloughing a planned 1941
pilots. The tentative deal would reduce
monthly guarantees by 5% and provide
partial pay of 30 hrs/month to pilots who
received furlough notices and won’t have to
fly. The agreement, if ratified, should
protect pilot jobs until at least Jan. 1, 2022.

TRANSAT A321 TO ATHENS
Air Transat flight TS690 flew a record
breaking 7651km in an A321LR. The flight
operated from Montreal, QC, Canada to
Athens, Greece and is the longest distance
flown by the type, to date. The aircraft is
configured with 12 premium economy and
187 economy seats.

ROUGE RESTARTS OPS
Several aircraft have made their
way out of long-term storage, as
Rouge, Air Canada’s Low
Cost/Leisure Carrier returns to
service. Rouge is poised to service
many of the familiar sun
destinations and its aircraft are a
welcomed sight back at Toronto
Pearson International.

RETURN OF THE MAX
After a nearly two-year long hiatus, the 737 Max
is poised to return to the skies, with American
Airlines set to operate it on passenger flights
before the end of the year. During its recordbreaking grounding, the aircraft has undergone a
rigorous recertification program to rectify the
issues that played a significant role in two major
crashes that killed 346 people. Arguably, upon
return, it will be one of the safest aircraft in the
sky.

CHINESE AIR TRAVEL
MILESTONE
August 28, 2020 marked a
significant date for Chinese
Aviation as the number of
flights operated on this day
were 100% of those operated
on January 1, of
2020. Although we have
significant ground to cover on
our road to recovery here in
Canada, this does provide
some optimism for the return of
air travel once COVID19 is
largely under control.

3000th CARGO-ONLY FLIGHT
On October 24th, 2020, AC7214 took off from Montreal, QC carrying almost 22,000
KG of cargo enroute to Amsterdam. The flight, operated by an Airbus A330-300,
FIN 941, marked the 3000th Cargo-Only flight operated by Air Canada since
March. During the onset of this pandemic, Air Canada quickly adapted and
reconfigured aircraft that would otherwise be parked, for cargo operations.

CAMP FLYERS
Summer Camp In Review
Bright eyed, enthusiastic and eager,
are just a few words, that can be
used to describe our most recent
summer camp participants. In some
of the darkest moments in our
industry, these students showed up
with such passion and desire, that
you easily forgot about the turmoil
facing this sector. Our volunteers

intended to motivate them, but truly,
their love and interest in aviation
inspired us.
This year marked our 3rd annual
summer camp, in partnership with
Youth Taking Flight. In a year where
it did not appear that our summer
camp would “takeoff”, I am proud to
report that it went off successfully. I
would also argue, that it was our
best Summer Camp yet. Kudos to
Captain Lawrence for his leadership
and persistence in pushing for this
camp even when I doubted its
viability in the current environment.
As a result of COVID, the camp size
and format were different from
previous years. Instead of the usual
30+ students and 6-week format
(split between our 12-15 and 16-19
age groups) this was abridged to a 4
week program with a 16-student
registration cap. Transportation also
proved difficult, forcing us to think
outside the box after our usual
bussing company cancelled their
services. There were many other
challenges and setbacks, but we
worked through them and were able
to provide a camp that we were
extremely proud of.
During their time with us, our
students were able to experience a
condensed ground school and
received tailored flight training on
Microsoft Flight Simulator; they were
able to build and fly their own
drones; experience a full motion jet
simulator; and last but certainly not
least, they were able to take flight in
a Piper Cherokee, with a select few
being able to take the
controls. What an experience!!

This camp was a team effort and
certainly could not have been
accomplished without everyone’s
dedication and hard work! A special
thanks goes out to our President,
Captain Tony Lawrence, our vice
President, First Officer Warren Holt and
all our amazing volunteers listed below;
Alicia Ramchand
Eugene Rodgers
Allison Couch
Dion Haynes
Maurice McCrae
Zahabia Faizy
Coneil Campbell
Your hard work was appreciated and
did not go unnoticed. Also, a very
special thank you to our amazing
Partners and Sponsors.
Youth Taking Flight
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Jazz Aviation
CAE
SUGU Aviation Drone Training
Caribbean Flying Club
Creole Jamaican Kitchen
IStar’s Restaurant & Banquet Hall
Our participants benefited from the

value you added, and we are extremely
grateful.
Thank You!

Damar Walker
Secretary & Aviation Camp Director

PERSPECTIVES
(What Made You Fall In Love with Aviation?)
During my first simulated flight,
although it was nautical miles
away from perfection, I realized
that regardless of the magnitude of
the challenges ahead of me, on
the path to becoming a pilot, I was
going to get into the left seat of an
airliner and fly all around the world,
someday! Any other career was
simply not an option.
Do any of you remember the time
you got bitten by the aviation bug?
Do you have the ability to travel
back in time to the first time you
spotted an airplane, visited a flight
deck, or realized that you are
passionate about aviation? Hi UPN
Family, my name is Ethan McCalla
and I hope that this piece will help
in inspiring you and also remind
you about the moment you fell in
love with aviation. I am so excited
and enthusiastic about the bright
future we have ahead of us in this
industry, and I hope you are too.
We are currently facing many
challenges as a result of COVID19,
but I hope this brief article will help
in rekindling your joy for aviation
and in turn provide you peace.
Let's go back in time, to the
moment I first fell in love with
aviation – it may just help you
remember when you first fell in

So, what am I saying? I know
there are a myriad of aviation
professionals, including our own
UPN members, who have either
gotten furloughed, lost their jobs or
are not currently flying. Sure,
there have been some crazy
losses, but I believe that these
losses will be met by greater gains
and our industry will be better than
where we were earlier this
year! Regardless of our current
fate, the sky continues to call us. It
is easy to focus on the negative
aspects of COVID19 and all the
harmful things it has done to the
industry, however, in doing so, we
are limiting ourselves. It is
essential that we think outside the
metaphoric “metallic bird” we call
home, or our future home, for
those striving or who haven’t yet
pondered flying a plane because
of the status quo. We all have the
potential energy to click or slide

love with the industry. As the
curious young boy that I was, I had
been all over the place when it
came to interests - from fire trucks,
cars and dinosaurs, like the typical
kid, before a stumbled upon my
true love – aviation. Initially a
plane ride was just that, a plane
ride, but around my 8th birthday
(honestly, I really can’t pinpoint a
specific age) my perspective
changed and I started to become
more aware of just how
magnificent soaring above the
clouds, reaching the tropopause,
and viewing the world from a
higher and greater perspective,
was.
Discovering Flight Simulator 2004
was a dream come true, it was the
spark that got me into simulation
before eventually upgrading to
Flight Simulator X.

those throttles into position for
takeoff and after that, I am sure it’s
destined to be smooth and
peaceful sailing.
During the onset of this pandemic,
I had moments where I was down,
but then I remembered what made
me fall in love with aviation and
that made all the difference. As I
write this, I am honoured to have
the privilege to uplift and
encourage someone the same
way I have been uplifted and
supported by UPN. That is the
awesome part about this network,
knowing that I will always have
support and someone to reach out
to for a hand – we are all family,
friends, brothers and sisters. So, I
will end by quoting what a wise
person once told me, “YOU GOT
THIS!” So, to all of UPN, keep the
BLUE SIDE UP!

Ethan McCalla
I’m now 10 years old, and up to
this point and I’d never seen a real
airplane or been to the airport
before. My family and I were
gearing up to go on our first trip,
and as luck would have it, not only
was it on a British Airways aircraft,
it was one I instantly recognized,
the iconic Boeing 747-200!

I was in love with aviation before I
even really knew what an airplane
was. I was born and raised in a
placed called Brixton, in South
London, UK, which was positioned
right in the flight path of Heathrow
Airport, when the westerly runways
were in use. So, literally from

I remember boarding the airplane
and not really being able to see it
properly through the gate windows
and couldn’t really appreciate its
size. Me, my Mum and my sister
boarded the aircraft, and of
course, my sister and I fought over
the window seat! I, of course,
wasn’t taking no for an answer, so I
won that battle!
We taxied out, and I couldn’t
believe the sound, it was
beautiful! As we lined up on the
runway and I heard those Rolls
Royce engines spool up, we were

6am in the morning, until 11pm at
night, being the busiest airport in
the world at the time, I’d see
airplanes flying overhead all day.
I would always look up in
amusement at these airplanes.
There was no internet back then,
or readily available information, so
just from pictures on the TV, I was
only able to really identify two
airlines from their belly, Virgin
Atlantic and British Airways.
I must have been 7 or 8 years old,
I clearly remember making my first
airplane out of a kitchen towel roll
and a hangar, wrapped in foil
paper, for the wings. I was so
proud of my Concorde looking
airplane!
Fast forward a few years and my
interest in aviation grew! With very
little resources available, I would
go to the W.H. Smith’s bookstore
and read the airplane magazines
while in the shop, then return the
magazines to the shelf as I didn’t
have enough money to buy them!

all thrown back into our seats - it
was pure love! We were probably
halfway into the flight and I was
still excited, but things were about
to get a lot better. The flight
attendant came over to my sister
and I and asked if we were
interested in going up to meet the
pilots. Of course! I didn’t even think
of it!
I may have been hopping and
skipping all the way to the flight
deck. I remember being amazed
that there were two floors! So, we
went up and as soon as they
opened that flight deck door and I
saw the three pilots sitting there, I
knew that for sure, no matter what,
that one day I’d be doing that job.
We got off the airplane in
Barbados and there was no jet
bridge, only stairs. It was only then
that I looked back and saw the
sheer size of the airplane! I was
truly amazed and in love!

Jermaine Lindsay

UPCOMING EVENTS

SURVEY THANK YOU's

Interview and Resume Prep
(13NOV20,1600 - 1830)

A very special thank you to all our
members that took the time to fill out
our most recent survey. Your input
was instrumental in guiding our
direction for the future and ensuring
that we are meeting your needs. Your
input was also a key contributor for an
exciting opportunity that we will
provide more details on in the coming
weeks.

UPN Year End
(Ideally set for December, pending
lockdown regulations)
Member's Meeting
(End February/Early March 2021)

PERSPECTIVES
(How Are You Coping with the Pandemic?)
So, after several hours of conversation
with industry professionals and my

I’ll be transparent – during the first few
months of the pandemic’s influence on
the world, I wasn’t coping too well. The
aviation industry was – is – battling a
major low. There were talks that this
was the worst the industry had ever
seen, and it would be several years
before there would be any movement
again. Many people were skeptical
about its future, and some went as far
as saying, “Aviation is well…done.” How
could it have gone from being the best
time to be in the industry, to the worst?
As a young person aspiring to become
an airline pilot, just about to enter the
workforce, the thought of all this was
very disheartening. Also, as someone
who is in (an unnecessary) rush to
accomplish their career goals and
become “successful” – absolutely
devastating!
So, how did I cope? Well, I immediately
went into survival mode – “okay, what’s
plan B? How should I handle this? Is it
time to change careers?” I started
considering my options. “What can I do
with my Health Sciences undergraduate
degree? Shall I apply to medical
school? Dentistry? Pharmacy? Perhaps
a Master’s in Public Health?!” All these
options seemed viable, but
burdensome.
I started questioning – "other than the
generous financial compensation, what
else excites me about the careers
mentioned above?" I like to be of
service to people, but, “do I need to go
through 4-9 more years of schooling to
do that?” On the other hand, “what
excites me about being a pilot?” That
answer came a bit more easily

loved ones, along with a lot of personal
reflection, I decided that it would not be
worth it for me to leave the industry
merely out of fear of the pandemic’s
lasting effect on it. Five years down the
line, when the industry will be booming
again, I would regret not seeing my
passion through. Moreover, I would be
remorseful about my decision,
especially if my peers would have
moved far along into their aviation
careers to a position where I also
wished to be.
So, what now? “Keep doing what you’re
doing, Zahabia,” I thought. I continued
to focus on attaining my commercial
pilot’s license. I drafted a resumé and
started sending several of them out to
commercial operators, even before I
had a CPL in my hands. Overkill?
Perhaps, but I didn’t want to miss any
potential opportunity. This was also
around the time I stumbled upon
UPN! After joining a network of
likeminded, passionate, and uplifting
individuals, I became more confident in
my decision to stay and ride out this
wave (again, no pun intended).
One thing I’ve learned during this
pandemic is that challenging and
unforeseen circumstances are an
ongoing part of life. Thus, If I don’t learn
to adapt and remain patient, I won’t stick
to anything – no matter the field.
At present, I’m continuing to apply for
right seat jobs, now as a commercial
pilot with a group 1 instrument
rating. Additionally, in an attempt to not
remain stagnant, I’m preparing for my
move to begin the flight instructor rating.
The plan wasn’t to become a flight
instructor pre-pandemic, but like I said
earlier, it’s necessary to adapt. I’m
viewing flight instructing in a much more
positive light than before. It’ll be an
opportunity for me to gain more
confidence in my skills as a pilot, inspire
future aviators, learn some (or many)
things along the way, all the while
building that precious PIC time. I have
to say, I’m thankful for the opportunity to
keep moving in the right direction and
stay committed.

– adventure; the unmatched view from
thousands of feet above; the complexity
of flight operations and flying a freakin’
plane; the methodology and procedures
(yes, I enjoy that aspect too); the
challenge of quick decision-making and
multi-tasking; the slight nervousness
coupled with unbearable excitement
that comes from being off the ground;
and ultimately, in an industry saturated
with men, inspiring other young women
to dream just a little higher (no pun
intended)!

Now, to end off this piece with an
inspiring, but slightly cliché quote…just
kidding! In all honesty though, the last
few months have been a rollercoaster of
emotions and doubts. Sometimes it can
be difficult to trust your path, especially
if you feel that you’re progressing
slowly. Nevertheless, keep faith in your
instincts, follow your passion, and
remember that “Slow growth is growth
that sustains. So even when you have
to wait, your progress still remains.”
(there it is)!

Evidently, there was a reason I
abandoned the thought of becoming a
medical professional a year ago and
decided to pursue commercial aviation
instead. I had made it this far – I was
only a couple months away from
becoming a commercial pilot at this
point – how could I even consider not
seeing it through now?

Zahabia Faizy

However, things were that bad and
unfortunately, I was laid off. So I
transitioned to disbelief, balanced with
hope, yet again, that I’d be back in the
right seat sooner than later. However,
time passed, things did not improve,
and my hope slowly turned into anger
and frustration. This is where what I
was feeling became a unique
experience. The anger and frustration,
initially directed toward the company,
then the virus, eventually turned into
acceptance - an acceptance of my
situation and the realization that I was
NOT the only one experiencing this.

Let me start by saying that this has
been my first real experience of a
downturn in the aviation sector. When
September 11th and the 2008 recession
occurred, I hadn’t yet begun my flight
training and so I had avoided
experiencing those events from inside
aviation as a professional. The last

What about those in tight financial
situations, with families dependent upon
them, children to feed, parents to care
for? My acceptance became entwined
with empathy and concern for my fellow
aviators. Then the feeling of guilt
arrived. It could be much worse for me
and it is much worse for others. How
could I sit here feeling sorry for myself
when others are worse off?!
Another swing in emotions was soon to
come, my company had recently

several months have been an exercise
in resolve, within one’s self, exploring
who we really are. As with every other
pilot and flight attendant, I was riding
“one hell of an upswing” in my career
with no end in sight. Things were
great! I had just completed upgrade
line-indoctrination training and was
looking forward to my first jet command.
Then, of course, COVID put a halt to all
that. The first indications of trouble were
the immediate suspension of all new
hire training, and what a bad omen it
was! Next came the suspension of all
upgrade training. Then came the news
that everyone was dreading, notices of
impending layoffs! So here we are!
I’ve always been aware of the emotions
that people go through when faced with
such situations but had never
experienced them for myself. It was
never a thought that entered my mind at
all. Perhaps it was my ignorance or just
me avoiding the possibility that I could
be subject to having to deal with any of
this.
First was shock and disbelief of what
was occurring, mixed with a glimmer of
hope that things weren’t that bad, and
I’d simply be forced back down the list
and have to accept being on reserve.

recalled some pilots, so based on my
position on the list, I naturally felt that
my name would be in the next round of
recalls. I had travelled a road of
emotions right back to my good friend
hope. It was nice to be
reacquainted. Again, as time passed,
and nothing changed, hope faded once
more, but this time the fade was marred
with feelings of fear and contemplation,
about never being able to fly again.
“What could I ever do that would fulfill
me, like flying did?” It felt unfair and I
revisited those old feelings of anger and
frustration.
Eventually I realized that coping was my
best coarse and I immersed myself in
the things that I love. Music, sports,
reading, gaming. I re-established my
love for all these things and enjoyed the
extra time available to indulge myself.
The cycle of emotions has proven to be
positive. Despite my fears, I never truly
resigned myself to never being a pilot
again and I believe this to be the key to
weathering this storm. Don’t lose hope
of returning to the skies nor the sense
of pride we feel as pilots. Our resolve as
aviators, our goal-oriented mindset will
be our greatest strength and will, will us
back to the skies that we so dearly
miss.

Allan McLean
Treasurer & Scholarship Director

FROM THE CAPTAIN'S CHAIR
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
PASSING OF THE TORCH. OUR PRESIDENT
IS OFFICIALLY RETIRING
Hello Everyone.
I hope that this message finds you all well. I am,
at this time, formally announcing my retirement
as President and Chief Executive Director of the
Urban Pilots Network (UPN). It has been an
honour to be part of this journey for over 17
years at the helm. The Leadership Team and I

have been making plans over the past 12
months, to allow for a smooth transition. In the
interim, Vice President Warren Holt will be
taking over my position as Interim President,
starting January 1, 2021. Please give him your
resounding support.
Mr. Holt has been with me since 2006 and has
never wavered in his support for my vision, of
seeing us create better pathways to successful
aviation careers for our people and our
community. Whether it be through our
scholarship programs, our In-the-Schools
seminars, our aviation summer camps, our
membership programs, or our mentoring
programs, Warren has been a trusted colleague
and a dedicated community leader. He has
been part of the development of all aspects of
the organization, so I am confident that he will
serve as President with distinction.
I have also been very fortunate to have a highly
skilled and motivated executive team. I would
like to say a very big thank you to Warren, Damar, Rose, Allan, Karl, Coneil and
Giselle (our newest addition to the executive team). I am proud of each of you for
your courage to lead. I am grateful to you for having the confidence in me to steer
the ship for as long as I have, but now is the right time for change.
To all of the members who I have had the opportunity to meet and to work with,
another very big thank you. Especially to those that stepped up to selflessly help
me and volunteer in our much-needed programs.
UPN has seen positive growth in all areas. We’ve offered over $30,000 in
scholarships, to date, with our long-standing partner at the Dream Never Dies
Foundation. We have close to 100 members from various levels of our industry and
our membership still continues to grow.
We have successfully completed our three-year Youth Aviation Summer Camp
initiative with our partners at Ontario Trillium Foundation and Youth Taking Flight.
We’ve also grown our business partnerships to include Air Canada, Jazz
Aviation/Air Canada Regional Express, SUGU Aviation Drone Training, Caribbean
Flying Club, FlyGTA, Porter Airlines and others. All of our partners over the years
have been instrumental in the success of UPN and I wish to express my gratitude
to them all.
To all the parents and community leaders that entrusted me to help make a
difference in the lives of our young people; I would like to say thank you to you as
well.
For those that know me, I am about, "being the change you want to see." My
passion has always been to help others in whatever way I could. My greatest regret
is that I didn’t get the opportunity to meet each of you personally, to help you
achieve your aviation goals. However, I am confident with the organizational
supports in place, that you will take advantage of this amazing network to develop

yourselves into promising aviation professionals. Although 2020 has been a very
challenging year, I am encouraged that when we genuinely pull together, we have
the ability to accomplish great things, even in adversity. Continue to always inspire
to aspire higher. Be well and safe aviating.
Sincerely,

Captain Tony Lawrence
UPN President & Chief Executive Director

FROM THE RIGHT SEAT
MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT
In this newsletter update, our President,
Tony Lawrence announced that he will be
retiring from his position at the end of
2020. Although this may be news to some
of our newer members, some of those that
have been here for a while have known that
this was coming down the line.
The Urban Pilots Network (UPN) was
founded in 2004 by Tony Lawrence, Len
Isaacs, and Bill Shepard, with the idea that a
change needed to happen in the aviation
industry. One year later I would join the
ranks as Vice President and continue on to
this day.
Throughout my 15+ years with UPN I have
watched Tony steer the ship through good
and bad times to bring us where we are
today. I have worked with him side by side,
going into schools for seminars, career fairs,
and assemblies; conducting countless
summer Camps, and working with our
members to help them achieve their dreams. I can tell you firsthand that Tony’s
dedication to UPN has been unparalleled. Many of the programs that we have
today, for both our youth and our members, come from Tony’s vision for change,
and we have all benefited from this in some way. I’d like to thank Tony for his
years of hard work at the helm of UPN and his continued pursuit to enlighten our
youth and guide them along the path to success, Thank You!
Today the Urban Pilots Network is in good standing and aside from the pandemic
set back, we are on the verge of a more prosperous future for both our youth, and
our members. From our three founding fathers in 2004 we have grown to 70+
members. There are many great initiatives, on the go, that will move UPN’s
mandate forward for years to come. As your future interim president, I will continue
on this path that has been laid out and I am excited for what lies ahead. Our
current board of directors is a solid team that I am very proud of, and we will work
tirelessly to ensure a bright future for UPN.

I look forward to this opportunity to lead UPN into the future and create the change
that was envisioned 16 years ago.

Warren Holt
Vice-President & Membership Director

UPN Board Nominations &
Election
With our current President and
Founder, Tony Lawrence stepping
down in December of 2020, our
Vice President Warren Holt, will
be filling in as Interim President
and Chief Executive Director. The
UPN Executive Branch will,
therefore, have the following
positions available for nomination
in 2021:
Member Tribute
UPN would like to once again pay homage
to one of our members that passed away
in September. Patrick Betty (affectionately
known as “Kwakou”) was born in Portland
Jamaica and came to Canada to start a
new journey, many decades ago. He met
Tony Lawrence close to 20 years ago, at a
gathering of black aviation professionals.
He became a member of UPN in 2008 and
has been involved with volunteering with
UPN throughout the years.
Most notably, Patrick has always been
known for his strong leadership and his
advocacy for his community. He retired
from Bombardier Aerospace out of
Downsview Ontario back in 2017, after
more than 25 years of service as an
Aerospace Materials Specialist and Senior
Systems Safety Auditor.
Patrick will be fondly remembered by

President and Chief Executive
Director
Vice-President
We are targeting for nominations
to be held from February 1, 2021
to March 10, 2021. You can
nominate a candidate from our
membership or nominate
yourself. Potential candidates
require at least one year of
current membership status, in
good standing, to be considered
for an executive position.
According to our by-laws,
candidates will also be subject to
an approval process in order to be
properly vetted for executive level
positions. Elections will be held,
March 15, 2021. Voting
instructions and results will be
sent out via email and Survey
Monkey. Be advised, candidates
are expected to provide to the

family and friends as a loving father,
grandfather and brother; a talented
songwriter and musician, prolific poet,
philosopher, historian, and activist. His
zest for life, charisma, vibrant energy,
guidance and artistry will be sorely missed
by those that knew him at UPN. Transition
well Brother P.

Captain Tony Lawrence
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membership, a photo and bio
outlining why they are suited for
the position available, no later
than February 15, 2020.
For more information on how the
process works and how to
participate, please direct your
inquiries
to urbanpilotsnet@hotmail.com.

THE DEBRIEF!
SO HOW DID WE DO?
Our goal is to keep improving and
providing content that you find
enriching and useful. Do you have an
idea, concept or a specific piece that
you would like to submit for our next
newsletter? We would love to hear
from you! Feel free to reach out to us
at urbanpilotsnet@hotmail.com with
**NEWSLETTER** in the subject
line. We look forward to hearing from
you!
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